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Launching the transparent editorial processDear readers,
From April 2011, the Journal of Cystic Fibrosis is one of the
few scientific journals which have implemented a transparent
editorial process for all articles published in the Journal.
We hope the transparent editorial process will make
decisions clearer, less emotional and instructive for readers
who may learn from the scientific controversies mirrored in the
author–referee–editor interactions.
In the online published Review Process File (RPF) reviewers
remain anonymous, and confidential information for editors
remains confidential. Authors as well as reviewers may opt
against participating in this process using our modified online
submission and editorial system. The RPF will be published on
ScienceDirect as supplementary material.
We will evaluate the percentage of authors and reviewers
which opted against publication of the RPFs along with their1569-1993/$ - see front matter © 2011 European Cystic Fibrosis Society. Publishe
doi:10.1016/j.jcf.2011.04.003accepted articles in March 2012 and then decide whether to
continue or to stop this experiment. The encouraging experience
of other journals such as the EMBO J is that a very small
percentage of authors and reviewers opted out in the past.
Although we believe that the editorial process for the JCF is
fair, efficient and reasonable, a transparent editorial process will
be in my opinion a successful feature for authors, readers and
reviewers. I hope that you will share my opinion in this matter.Best wishes,
Gerd Döring
Editor-in-chief JCF
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